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Golcar,  January,  1897. 

Messrs,  the  Sanitary  Authorities  of  the  Combined  Districts. 
Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  Report  upon  the 
health  and  mortality  in  your  district  during  the  year  1896. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able,  at  the  outset,  to  congratulate 
you  upon  a continued  improvement  in  regard  to  the  two 
chief  factors  of  the  Registrar’s  returns,  viz.,  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  births,  and  a decrease  in  the  total  number  of 
deaths. 

For  the  same  reason  as  I gave  last  year,  (viz.,  my  con- 
viction that  no  material  alteration  in  population  has  occurred, 
the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  being  more  than  met  by 
emigration),  I have  decided  to  retain  the  same  figures,  viz., 
24,652,  in  preparing  the  statistics  and  tables  of  this  report. 

Births. — Six  hundred  and  fifty-five  (655)  were  registered 
during  the  year,  giving  a birth-rate  of  26’57.  Three  hundred 
and  forty-six  (346)  were  males,  and  309  females.  Last  year 
the  births  numbered  641,  and  the  birth-rate  was  26’o. 

Deaths. — Four  hundred  and  twenty-eight  (428)  were 
recorded,  producing  a general  total  death-rate  of  17*36, 
practically  identical  with  the  year  1894,  when  the  deaths 


4 


were  427,  and  the  rate  i7’32.  Upon  that  occasion  I remarked 
that  this  was  the  lowest  point  reached  in  this  particular 
since  the  Authority  was  as  at  present  constituted.  Last 
year  the  deaths  were  31  more,  viz.,  459,  and  the  rate  18-62. 

Ages  at  Death.  Eighty-nine  (89)  deaths  occurred  of 
children  under  i year,  equal  to  i35’87  per  1,000  children 
born.  This  is  much  lower  than  last  year,  when  the  deaths 
under  i year  were  102,  and  the  rate  I59'i3  per  1,000  of  the 
births  ; 49  were  i year  and  under  5 ; 26  between  5 and  15  ; 
20  between  15  and  25  ; 156  were  25  and  under  65  ; and  88 
were  65  and  upwards. 


Principal  Causes  of  Death. — Out  of  the  total  of  428 
deaths  105  were  due  to  disease  of  the  Respiratory  Organs. 
This  is  practically  one  quarter  of  the  whole,  and  includes  31 
from  Phthisis.  The  resultant  Respiratory  death-rate  is  4'26, 
a further  continuation  of  the  gradual  decrease  in  the  death- 
rate  from  these  causes.  The  following  short  table  will  shew 
this : — 


1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 


Respiratory  death-rate 

• > j ) 

>> 


>5 

J ) ) J 


J > 


6-20 

576 

4-95 

4*54 

4-26 


Heart  Disease  was  the  cause  of  death  in  29  cases, 
Cancer  in  18,  Infantile  Convulsions  in  32,  Accident  or 
Violence  in  16,  and  old  age  in  31. 

Zymotic  Disease. — Altogether  49  deaths  were  returned 
as  due  to  one  or  other  of  these  diseases.  Fifteen  (15)  were 
from  Whooping  Cough,  9 each  from  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Typlioid  ; 5 each  from  Diphtheria  and  Influenza  ; and  2 each 
from  Measles,  Ooup,  and  Septicaemia, 
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The  Zymotic  death-rate  for  the  year  produced  by  these 
deaths  is  I'gg  ; higher  than  has  been  the  case  since  1893,  when 
with  61  such  deaths  the  rate  was  Last  year  there  were 

38  such  deaths  and  the  rate  was  1*54. 

Small-Pox. — Apart,  fortunately,  from  influence  in  so  far 
as  affecting  the  vital  statistics  is  concerned  when  considering 
the  question  of  Zymotic  disease,  yet  none  the  less  important 
as  bearing  upon  health  records,  is  the  incidence  during  the 
year  of  Small-Pox  in  your  districts. 

As  was  at  the  time  reported  to  you,  this  disease  made  its 
appearance  in  Golcar  early  in  January,  and  in  Linthwaite 
shortly  afterwards.  Three  (3)  cases  in  all  were  discovered, 
and  removed  to  and  treated  at  the  Moor  Top  Plospital, — 
happily  with  no  fatality. 

No  better  vindication  of  the  neccessity  for  and  advantage 
in  having  hospital  accomodation  for  this  and  other  Infectious 
Diseases,  could  be  found,  than  by  comparing  this  out- 
break and  its  speedy  conclusion  with  3 cases  only  and  no 
deaths,  with  the  outbreak  of  the  disease  in  1892  (which  led 
to  the  forced  initiation  of  the  hospital)  with  its  32  cases  and 
5 deaths. 

1 cannot  but  express  satisfaction  at  the  general  readiness, 
not  only  of  the  officials  of  the  various  Councils,  but  of  the 
members  of  the  families  themselves,  to  co-operate  with  me  in 
carrying  out  the  measures  of  precaution  necessary  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  this  disease. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Throughout  the  year  this  disease  has 
prevailed  somewhat  extensively  in  most  of  your  districts, 
particularly  so  in  Golcar,  Slaithwaite  and  Marsden. 

It  has  been  impossible  at  any  time  to  deal  in  any  satis- 
factory way  with  the  cases  of  this  disease.  The  need  for 
hospital  provision  for  these  cases  is  most  urgently  felt. 
Probably  enough  had  such  isolation  accommodation  been 
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available  when  the  first  cases  arose  in ' your  districts,  I 
should  have  been  able  to  record  to-day  an  equally  successful 
result  as  in  the  case  of  the  Small-Pox  outbreak.  Altogether 
throughout  the  districts  some  loo  cases  of  this  disease  have 
occurred — 9 of  these  ending  fatally. 

I have  endeavoured,  by  enlisting  the  co  operation  of  my 
medical  colleagues  in  the  districts,  to  isolate  these  in  their 
own  homes  as  much  as  possible,  and  to  repress  what  I have 
before  stated  as  in  my  opinion  the  second  factor  in  the  spread 
of  the  disease,  viz.,  the  careless,  thoughtless  habit  of  frequent 
neighbourly  intervisits  with  absolute  indifierence  as  to  con- 
dition or  circumstances  of  the  infectious  sick. 

Typhoid  Fever. — Altogether  19  cases  of  this  disease 
were  notified  to  me,  distributed  amongst  the  whole  of  your 
districts.  At  no  time  did  the  disease  assume  an  epidemic 
character,  in  fact,  the  remarkable  feature  has  been  the 
apparent  independence  and  sporadic  nature  of  each. 

Whooping  Cough  and  Measles. — These  diseases  have 
been  prevalent  during  the  whole  of  the  year,  particularly  in 
the  Golcar  and  Linthwaite  districts.  During  the  2nd  and 
3rd  quarters,  Slaithwaite  also  had  a large  number  of  cases. 

The  influence  upon  the  attendance  at  the  Slaithwaite  and 
Linthwaite  “ Mechanics’  School  ” was  so  great  that  I had 
during  the  2nd  quarter  to  advise  the  closure  of  that  school. 
Short  of  this,  and  in  consideration  of  these  and  kindred 
Infantile  Zymotic  diseases,  I have  frequenty  consulted  with 
the  Managers  and  Masters  of  other  Schools  throughout  the 
district,  and  requested  them  to  carefully  exclude  children,  not 
only  themselves  suffering,  but  also  those  resident  in  houses 
where  such  diseases  were  existant  in  others. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Disease. — Golcar  and 
Slaithwaite,  have,  during  the  year,  joined  with  Linthwaite  and 
Marsden  in  adopting  the  Act  for  the  Compulsory  Notification 
of  Disease.  I strongly  urged  this  upon  them  in  my  last 
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report.  It  is  a matter  of  great  satisfaction  that  now  (with 
the  exception  of  Scammonden)  the  whole  of  the  Colne  Valley 
is  under  the  operation  of  this  Act.  I cannot  but  reiterate  the 
hope  that  this  course,  along  with  the  probable  possibility  of 
some  united  action,  re  accommodation  for  and  isolation  of  the 
infectious  sick,  will  ere  long  bear  rich  fruit,  not  only  in  the 
lowering  of  your  death-rates,  but  in  the  general  sanitary 
improvement  of  all  your  districts. 

Workshops.  — A large  number  have  been  visited  during 
the  year  by  myself  and  your  several  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  much  improvement  has,  in  many 
instances,  been  made. 

References,  re  sanitary  work  and  condition  in  each  dis- 
trict, as  also  remarks  upon  water  supply,  &c.,  are  made  in 
the  reports  to  the  individual  Councils. 

The  tables  appended  to  this,  and  to  each  of  the  following 
reports  will  sufficiently  explain  themselves. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALFRED  GEORGE  WEBSTER. 


Table,  shewing  the  Births  and  Deaths  (Total  Zymotic  and 
Kespiratory  also  in  each  case  the  Rates  per  1,000  per  annum 
for  the  different  townships  forming  the  Colne  Valley  Sanitary 
District,  and  for  the  district  taken  as  a whole  (Combined  District) 
during  the  year  1896. 


Townships. 

1 

Popula- 

tion, 

cn 

u 

s 

1 

Birth- 
rate. j 

Deaths. 

1 

Death- 

rate. 

Zymotic.  / 

Rate. 

1 

Respira- 

to'y. 

Rate. 

Golcar  

9108 

238 

26-13 

159 

17-46 

19 

2-09 

32 

3‘5i 

Lintliwaite  . . 

6666 

175 

26-25 

109 

16-35 

II 

1-65 

29 

4‘35 

Marsden  .... 

3855 

II8 

30-61 

65 

16-86 

8 

2-08 

18 

4-67 

Scammonden 

453 

13 

28-7 

6 

I3'25 

I 

2-21 

I 

2-21 

Slaithwaite  . . 

4570 

III 

24-29 

89 

19-47 

10 

2-19 

25 

5'47 

Combined . . 

24652 

655 

26-57 

428 

17-36 

49 

1-99 

105 

4-26 

Table  giving  total  number  of  Deaths^  Zymotic  Deaths, 
and  Births  from  1891  to  1896. 


YEAE. 

TOTAL 

DEATHS. 

ZYMOTIC 

DEATHS. 

BIRTHS. 

POP. 

No. 

Rate. 

^No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

iSgi 

493 

20’2 

39 

1-58 

660 

26-77 

24652 

1892 

439 

i7'8 

44  ' 

1-78 

689 

27-94 

24652 

1893 

446 

i8-o8 

6i 

2-47 

714 

28-96 

24652 

1894 

427 

17-32 

36 

1-46 

606 

24-6 

24652 

1895 

459 

18-62 

38 

i‘54 

641 

26-0 

24652 

1896 

428 

17-36 

49 

I 99 

655 

26-57 

24652 

Deaths  classified  according  to  Disease,  and  with  regard  to 


Ages  and  Periods. 


Disease. 

UNDER 

FIVE 

years. 

over  five 

years. 

Grand 

Totals. 

1st  1 

Quarter 

1 2nd 

1 Quarter 

3rd 

Quarter 

4th 

Quarter 

Totals. 

1st 

Quarter 

2nd 

Quarter 

I 3rd 

1 Quarter 

4th 

Quarter 

Totals. 

Small  Pox  ..... 

IMeasles 

I 

i 

, . 

2 

> • • 

, , 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

I 

2 

2 

3 

8 

i 

» • 

I 

9 

Diphtheria  

• • 

I 

. . 

. . 

I 

i 

2 

I 

4 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

6 

4 

I 

13 

t . , 

2 

. . 

2 

15 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

. . 

I 

I 

2 

i 

2 

3 

8 

9 

Diarrhoea,  &c 

. . 

• . 

. • 

. . 

« » 

. • 

• . 

, , 

Erysipelas  

. . 

Croup  

I 

• . 

I 

I 

. . 

I 

2 

Pyaemia  

. . 

. . 

. • 

. • 

2 

. . 

. . 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

. • 

3 

7 

2 

7 

6 

4 

19 

26 

Ca.n  f“,er  

4 

6 

6 

18 

18 

Influenza 

4 

I 

D 

5 

5 

Phthisis  

I 

I 

2 

5 

7 

9 

8 

29 

31 

Rheumatic  Fever 

. • 

. . 

, , 

i 

i 

. . 

, , 

2 

2 

Convulsions 

7 

8 

1 1 

5 

31 

• • 

• • 

• . 

I 

I 

32 

Heart  Disease  .... 

. • 

• . 

• 

. . 

7 

7 

1 1 

4 

29 

29 

Bronchitis,  &c.  &c. 

7 

3 

2 

5 

17 

7 

15 

5 

7 

34 

51 

Childbirth  

• • 

. • 

• . 

3 

3 

3 

Premature  Birth 

I 

I 

I 

Old  Age  

• • 

• • 

. • 

• • 

5 

6 

4 

16 

31 

31 

Accident,  Violence, 

&c 

• • 

I 

I 

2 

2 

3 

5 

4 

14 

16 

Other  Diseases  . . 

13 

1 1 

12 

16 

52 

20 

28 

14 

25 

87 

139 

33 

37 

33 

35 

138 

57 

90 

67 

76 

ago 

428 
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Table  of  Births  and  Deaths  occurring  in  each  Qiiarter, 

with  ages  at  Death. 


Population. 

Period. 

Births 

Deaths 

under 

I year 

1 I and 

1 under  5 

a 0) 

to  ^ 

P 

15  and 

under  25 

25  and 

under  65 

65  and 

upw.ards. 

De.aths 
at  all 
ages 

24,652 

ist  Quarter 
2nd  Quarter 
3rd  Quarter 
4th  Quarter 

I4I 

164 

160 

igo 

23 

22 

19 

25 

10 

15 

14 

10 

2 

12 

7 

5 

5 

7 

5 

3 

29 

46 

38 

43 

21 

25 

17 

25 

go 

127 

100 

III 

655 

8g 

49 

26 

20 

156 

88 

428 

Table  shewing  Sex  of  Births  and  Deaths  in  each  Quarter, 

and  for  the  whole  ITear. 


PERIOD. 

BIRTHS. 

1 DEATHS. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

' Male 

Female 

Total 

1st  Quarter  . . 

74 

67 

141 

46 

44 

go 

2nd  Quarter  . . 

81 

83 

164 

67 

60 

127 

3rd  Quarter  . . 

gi 

69 

160 

50 

50 

100 

4th  Quarter  . . 

100 

go 

igo 

54 

57 

III 

i 

346 

309 

655 

217 

211 

428 
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Golcar,  January,  1897. 

Messrs,  the  Sanitary  Authorities  of  the  Urban  District  of 

Golcar. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  report  upon  the 
health  and  sanitary  condition  of  your  township  for  the  year 
1896. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. — Two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  (238)  births 
were  registered  during  the  year.  Of  these  137  were  males, 
and  loi  females.  The  birth-rate  for  the  year  is  26-13; — a 
distinct  improvement  upon  the  216  births  and  rate  of  23*71 
last  year. 

Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  recorded  was  159, 
The  death-rate  produced  by  this  number  is  17*46  ; slightly 
lower  than  last  year,  when  with  5 more  deaths  the  rate  was 
18*01. 

Ages  at  Death.  — Forty-three  (43)  deaths  occurred  in 
infants  under  i year,  or  at  the  rate  of  180  per  1,000  children 
born  ; 20  were  i and  under  5 years  of  age  ; 8 were  5 and 
under  15  ; 7 were  15  and  under  25  ; 52  were  25  and  under  65  ; 
whilst  29  were  65  and  upwards.  The  infantile  mortality  is 
rather  higher  than  usual  being  171  last  year,  and  165  in  1894. 

Causes  of  Death. — Thirty-two  (32)  deaths  were  due 
to  diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs,  giving  a death-rate 
from  these  diseases  of  3*31.  Ten  (10)  of  these  deaths  were 
caused  by  Phthisis.  Your  Respiratory  deaths  and  consequ- 
ent death-rate  in  common  with  those  of  the  combined  district 
show  a gradual  improvement.  In  1893  there  were  54  such 
deaths  ; m 1894,  5^  5 year  36  ; and  now  32. 


Zymotic  Disease  was  the  cause  of  death  in  19  instances, 
composed  as  follows  : — 6 from  Scarlet  Fever;  5 from  Whoop- 
ing Cough  ; 3 from  Diphtheria  ; 2 each  from  Typhoid  and 
Septicaemia  ; and  i from  Influenza.  The  Zymotic  death- 
rate  produced  is  2*09.  Last  year  with  only  14  such  deaths, 
the  rate  was  i’54. 

\ATooping  Cough  and  Scarlet  Fever  have  been  prevalent 
in  your  district  more  or  less  throughout  the  year,  and,  con- 
sidering the  large  number  of  cases,  it  is  matter  of  surprise 
that  even  more  deaths  have  not  been  attributable  to  these 
diseases. 

Of  other  causes  of  death,  10  each  were  ascribed  to  Heart 
Disease  and  Infantile  Convulsions  ; 3 to  Cancer  ; 4 were  the 
result  of  accident  or  violence,  and  9 to  old  age. 

SANITARY. 

No  serious  infringement  of  the  sanitary  laws  has  come 
to  my  notice  during  the  year.  Your  Inspector  again  reports 
very  favourably  as  to  the  little  trouble  he  has  had  to  get 
minor  nuisances  remedied  upon  calling  the  attention  of  the 
owners  of  property  to  them.  In  no  one  case  has  it  been 
necessary  to  report  to  your  Council. 

Six  (6)  cases  of  inefficient  drainage  of  dwellings  were 
brought  before  you  and  notices  issued.  Every  case  however 
was  subsequently  remedied  to  your  Inspector’s  satisfaction. 

Some  9 or  10  new  closets  have  been  built,  or  are  nov/  in 
course  of  erection,  in  furtherance  of  the  rule  that  each  house 
shall  have  a separate  closet.  Three  (3)  instances  of  swine 
being  kept  too  near  dwelling-houses  have  occurred.  Each  of 
these  was  promptly  dealt  with  and  the  pigs  removed.  A 
considerable  number  of  slop-stones,  fall  pipes,  &c.,  have  been 
disconnected  and  many  instances  of  insufficient  trapping 
remedied. 
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In  the  rase  of  the  Wellhouse  Board  School,  which  I 
visited  along  with  your  Inspector,  we  found  drains  opening 
into  the  floor  of  the  buildings  apparently  trapped,  but,  in 
some  instances  with  the  outlet  of  the  trap  a foot  or  more 
from  the  first  drain  pipe.  The  School  Board  readily  under- 
took to  alter  this,  and  the  alterations  were  made  and  carried 
out  to  our  satisfaction. 

One  (i)  case  of  water  fouling  was  reported,  inquired  into, 
and  remedied. 

Slaughter-Houses. — These  have  been  several  times 
visited  during  the  year,  and  are  kept  in  a generally  good  and 
clean  condition.  In  one  instance  where  the  flooring  was  bad 
we  insisted  upon  a new  one  of  concrete  being  laid  down. 

Two  (2)  new  ones  have,  upon  my  certificate,  been  licensed 
during  the  year.  They  were  both  built  and  arranged  in  con- 
formity with  the  Model  Bye-Laws  of  the  Local  Government 
Board. 

Dairies  and  Cow  Sheds. — These  have  also  been  fre- 
quently visited,  and  are  kept  in  good  condition,  well 
ventilated,  lime  washed,  and  clean. 

Smoke  Abatement. — Many  observations  have  been  from 
time  to  time  taken,  and  the  results  presented  to  your  Council. 
In  no  case  however,  have  you  considered  the  circumstances 
warranted  prosecution,  but  have,  by  drawing  the  attention  of 
the  mill  owners  to  the  matter,  in  many  cases,  brought  about 
very  considerable  improvement. 

Samples  of  Milk. — Nine  (9)  have  been  taken  by  your 
Inspector  during  the  year.  The  certificates  of  analysis  give 
the  following  results  : — Good  quality,  3 ; fair  quality,  4 ; 
below  average,  2. 
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Adoption  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act. — 
I cannot  but  express  1113^  satisfaction  upon  your  adoption  of 
this  Act.  Although,  in  the  absence  of  isolation  hospital 
accommodation,  the  advantages  are  not  so  well  demonstrated, 
it  is  undoubtedly  a step  in  the  right  direction,  and  will  prove 
a powerful  lever  in  bringing  about  that  desirable  result. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALFRED  GEORGE  WEBSTER. 


Table  of  Births  and  Deaths,  occurring  in  each  Quarter, 

with  ages  at  Death. 


Population. 

Period. 

1 

Births. 

Deaths 

under 

I year. 

I and 
under  5 

5 and 
under  15 

15  and 
under  25 

i 25  and 
under  65 

65  and 

upwards 

Deaths 
at  all 
ages. 

ist  Quarter 

49 

10 

6 

I 

2 

10 

6 

35 

2nd  Quarter 

61 

8 

I 

3 

3 

12 

8 

35 

3rd  Quarter 

61 

12 

8 

I 

0 

13 

6 

40 

4tli  Quarter 

67 

13 

5 

3 

2 

17 

9 

49 

238 

43  I 

1 

20 

8 

7 

52 

29 

159 

Table  shewing  Births  and  Deaths,  (Total,  Zymotic,  and 
Respiratory),  from  1886  to  1896. 


j Year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 

Zymotic 

Deaths. 

1 

Respiratory 

Deaths. 

1886 

271 

178 

28 

48 

1887 

253 

192 

22 

60 

1888 

262 

141 

1 1 

48 

1889 

279 

149 

10 

47 

1890 

209 

T37 

6 

52 

1891 

250 

177 

10 

64 

1892 

243 

165 

18 

48 

1893 

244 

^57 

17 

54 

1894 

211 

156 

10 

50 

1895 

216 

164 

14 

36 

1896 

238 

159 

19 

32 

Deaths  classified  according  to  Disease,  and  with  regard  to 

Ages  and  Periods. 


UNDEE  FIVE  YE  AES.  h OVEE  FIVE  YE  AES. 


Disease. 

ist  1 

Quarter 

2nd 

Quarter 

3rd 

Quarter 

4th 

Quarter 

0 

H 

ist 

Quarter 

2nd  j 

Quarter 

<D 

CO  ^ 

O’ 

4th 

Quarter  i 

Totals. 

i 

Crranc 

Totals 

Small  Pox  

1 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

2 

3 

5 

I 

I 

6 

Diphtheria  

I 

, • 

I 

3 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

• • 

2 

I 

5 

5 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

I 

I 

• * 

• • 

2 

2 

Diarrhoea,  &c. 

Erysipelas  

Croup  

t 

Pyaemia  

• , 

, , 

, , 

2 

• • 

• 4 

, , 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

I 

2 

2 

5 

5 

Cancer 

I 

I 

I 

Influenza 

I 

D 

I 

0 

1 

Phthisis  

1 

I 

I 

2 

3 

3 

Q 

10 

Rheumatic  Fever 

D 

o 

Convulsions 

2 

3 

3 

2 

10 

, , 

, ^ 

10 

Heart  Disease  .... 

3 

4 

2 

I 

10 

10 

Bronchitis,  &c.  &c. 

4 

I 

I 

3 

9 

2 

3 

I 

4 

10 

19 

Childbirth  

I 

I 

I 

Premature  Birth 

Old  Age  

, • 

, , 

• • 

• • 

2 

3 

4 

9 

9 

iVccident,  Violence, 

< 

&c 

, , 

I 

I 

2 

• • 

2 

• 

2 

4 

Other  Diseases  . . 

8 

4 

II 

8 

31 

7 

9 

6 

16 

38 

69 

i6 

9 

20 

18 

63 

19 

26 

20 

31 

96 

159 

Table  shewing  Sex  of  Births  and  Deaths  in  each  Quarter, 

and  for  the  whole  Year. 


PERIOD. 

BIRTHS. 

DEATHS. 

• 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

ist  Quarter  . . 

32 

17 

49 

20 

15 

35 

2nd  Quarter  . . 

30 

31 

61 

19 

16 

35 

3rd  Quarter  . . 

37 

24 

61 

20 

20 

40 

4th  Quarter  . . 

38 

29 

67 

23 

26 

49 

137 

lOI 

238 

82 

77 

159 

Totals. 


15 


Golcar,  January,  1897. 


Messrs,  the  Sanitary  Authonties  of  the  Urban  District  of 

Linthwaite. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  upon 
matters  relating  to  health  and  mortality  in  your  district 
during  the  past  year  1896. 

© 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

As  I have  previously  remarked,  I still  maintain  the 
same  figures  representing  population.  The  number  for  your 
district  is  6,666. 

Births. — One  hundred  and  seventy-five  (175)  composed 
of  93  males  and  82  females  were  registered  during  the  year, 
producing  a birth-rate  of  26'25.  This  is  practically  the  same 
as  last  year  when  the  births  numbered  i more  (176),  and 
the  rate  was  26^4.  Both  years  are  much  better  than  1894, 
when  the  births  were  144  only  and  the  rate  21*6. 

Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  recorded  was  log, 
giving  a general  death-rate  of  16-35.  This  is  a decided 
improvement  upon  last  year,  when  the  deaths  were  125,  and 
the  death-rate  1875. 

Ages  at  Death. — Twenty-five  (25)  were  of  children 
under  i year,  equal  to  142  per  1,000  children  born  ; 14  were  i 
and  under  5 ; 8 were  5 and  under  15  ; 4 were  15  and  under 
25  5 36  were  25  and  under  65  ; whilst  22  were  65  and 
upwards. 
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Causes  of  Death. — Respiratory  diseases  were  the  cause 
of  death  in  29  instances,  giving  a respirator}^  death-rate  of 
4’35.  Last  year  this  rate  was  rather  lower,  being  4*05,  with 
27  deaths. 

Eight  (8)  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  Phthisis. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — Eleven  (ii)  deatlis  were  due  to 
disease  of  this  type,  made  up  of  4 from  Whooping  Cough  ; 
3 from  Typhoid  ; 2 from  Measles  ; and  one  each  from 
Diphtheria  and  Influenza. 

Although  notifiable  infectious  diseases  have  not  prevailed 
to  any  considerable  extent,  there  have  still  been  a large 
number  of  non-notifiable  cases  of  Measles  and  Whooping 
Cough — in  fact  at  one  time,  so  great  an  impression  did 
these  cases  make  upon  the  school  attendance  that,  as  I 
mentioned  in  my  Report,  re  the  Combined  Districts,  it 
became  necessary  to  close  your  “ Mechanics’  School.” 

In  regard  to  other  schools  also,  I have  had  to  certify 
as  to  a very  large  number  of  absentees,  such  absence  being 
either  of  patients  themselves,  or  of  their  brothers  and  sisters, 
who  at  my  request  had  been  excluded. 

The  Zymotic  death-rate  for  your  district  is  i'65,  the 
lowest  of  all  the  districts  comprised  in  the  Authority. 

Other  Causes  of  Death. — Infantile  Convulsions  were 
responsible  for  8 ; Heart  Disease  for  7 ; Cancer  for  5 ; Old 
Age  for  6 ; whilst  4 were  the  result  of  accident  or  violence. 

SANITARY. 

Being  in  almost  daily  touch  with  your  Inspector  and 
workmen,  I have  excellent  opportunities  of  judging  as  to 
the  efficient  manner  in  which  your  measures  of  sanitation 
are  carried  out.  Your  scavenging  by  your  own  servants  is 
exceedingly  well  done.  Your  drainage  scheme  continues  to 
make  satisfactory  though  slow  progress  ; and  your  continued 
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"Street  improvements,  providing,  as  they  do,  fine  open  spaces 
in  lieu  ot  groups  of  old  delapidated  dwellings,  not  only 
improve  your  district  greatly  in  appearance,  but  conduce 
largely  to  an  improved  hygienic  state. 

Your  slaughter-houses,  bakehouses,  and  cow-sheds  have 
been  several  times  visited,  and  are  kept  in  good  condition. 

Water  Supply. — This  is  good  and  satisfactory  in 
quantity.  Part  of  the  district  is  supplied  Ijy  the  Hudders- 
field Corporation  ; the  rest  either  from  private  sources,  or 
from  spring  water  collected  by  your  Council.  It  is  necessar}’ 
that  this  latter  should  be  well  watched,  as  the  man)^  open 
wells  are  so  liable  to  pollution. 

No  case  of  exposure  of  unsound  meat  has  come  to  my 
knowledge. 

I append  your  Inspector’s  Summary,  as  also  the  usual 
tables. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALFRED  GEORGE  WEBSTER. 

INSPECTOR’S  SUMMARY. 


Drains  opened  and  re-constructed  ...  ...  17 

Defective  } ard  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Drains  not  efficiently  trapped  ...  ...  ...  24 

Sink  pipes  dis  connected  ...  ...  ...  21 

Insufficient  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Do.  closet  and  ashpit  accommodation  ...  4 

Nuisance  caused  by  throwing  refuse  into  stream  g 
To  remove  pig-styes  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

To  provide  supply  of  water  to  W.  C.  ...  ...  i 

Ventilating  shafts  provided  ...  ...  ...  7 

Nuisance  from  stagnant  Vv^ater  ...  ...  ...  i 
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During  the  year  3,363  privies  and  ashpits  have  been 
emptied  by  the  Councils’  scavengers  ; 2,822  loads  have  been 
carted  to  the  Councils’  tips  at  Guy  Edge  and  Roydhouse  ; 
885  loads  were  taken  by  farmers  ; 775  tubs  have  l>een  emptied. 

Houses  where  Infectious  Diseases  has  occurred  have  been 
thoroughly  disinfected  after  each  case. 

The  Slaughter  Houses,  Cowsheds,  and  Bakehouses  have 
been  frequently  visited. 


Table  of  Birtbs  and  Deaths  occurring  in  each  Quarter, 

with  ages  at  Death. 


Population. 

Period. 

Births. 

Deaths 

under 

I year. 

I and 
under  5 

5 and 
under  15 

1 

15  and 
under  25 

C u 
ct  <V 

65  and 

upwards. 

Deaths 
at  all 
ages. 

ist  Quarter 

44 

7 

2 

0 

2 

6 

6 

23 

2nd  Quarter 

44 

8 

7 

5 

0 

10 

8 

38 

3rd  Quarter 

40 

3 

2 

2 

2 

10 

3 

22 

4tlr  Quarter 

47 

7 

■ 3 

I 

0 

10 

5 

26 

175 

25 

! 14 

8 

4 

36 

22 

109 

Table  shewing  Births  and  Deaths,  Total,  Zymotic,  and 
Respiratory),  from  1886  to  1896. 


Year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 

Zymotic 

Deaths. 

Respiratory 

Deaths. 

1886 

206 

II2 

4 

33 

18S7 

171 

143 

19 

47 

1888 

223 

1 10 

8 

32 

1889 

181 

127 

10 

42 

1890 

170 

129 

3 

33 

1891 

167 

149 

16 

57 

1892 

184 

96 

9 

33 

1893 

163 

104 

14 

29 

1894 

144 

116 

13 

34 

1895 

176 

125 

12 

27 

1896 

175 

109 

II 

29 
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Deaths  classified  according  to  Disease,  and  with  regard  to  Ages 

and  Periods. 


Disease. 

UNDER 

FIVE 

YEARS. 

OVER  FIVE 

YEARS. 

ist 

Quarter 

2nd 

Quarter 

1 31’d 

Quarter 

CD 

0^ 

Totals. 

ist 

Quarter 

2nd 

Quarter  1 

3rd 

Quarter 

4th 

Quarter 

Totals. 

Small  Pox  

IMpflslps 

I 

I 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  , . . . 

Diphtheria  ...... 

• • 

I 

. . 

. . 

I 

• . 

• 9 

• • 

- - 

• • 

Whooping  Cough 

. . 

2 

2 

• • 

2 

• • 

• • 

2 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

I 

• • 

I 

I 

3 

Diarrhoea,  &c 

Erysipelas  

Croup  

. . 

• • 

• • 

* • 

Pyaemia  

Pneumonia 

2 

I 

. . 

2 

5 

• . 

I 

3 

2 

6 

! CaiinPT 

I 

I 

s 

Influenza 

* , 

V./ 

I 

I 

Phthisis  

I 

4 

2 

I 

8 

Rheumatic  Fever 

rinnvnlsinns  . . . 

I 

2 

I 

7 

I 

I 

Heart  Disease  .... 

I 

2 

3 

I 

7 

Bronchitis,  &c.  &c. 

I 

2 

I 

I 

j 

2 

3 

. . 

I 

6 

Childbirth  

Premature  Birth 

• • 

I 

• • 

• • 

I 

Old  Age  

. . 

• • 

. . 

. 

I 

I 

I 

3 

6 

Accident,  Violence, 

i^C.  •••••••••• 

« . 

« . 

• . 

• • 

• 

I 

I 

I 

I 

4 

Other  Diseases  . . 

4 

5 

I 

5 

15 

6 

8 

2 

6 

22 

9 

15 

5 

9 

38 

14 

23 

17 

17 

71 

'T3 

a 

cS 

CD 


2 


I 


4 
, 3 


II 

5 

I 

8 

8 

7 

II 

I 

6 

4 

37 

109 


Table  shewing  sex  of  Births  in  each  Quarter, 
and  for  the  whole  Year. 


PERIOD. 

BIRTHS 

DEATHS. 

Male. 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

ist  Quarter  . . 

22 

22 

44 

1 1 

12 

23 

2nd  Quarter  . . 

25 

19 

44 

19 

19 

38 

3rd  Quarter  . . 

21 

19 

40 

12 

10 

22 

4th  Quarter  . . 

25 

22 

47 

L 

13 

26 

1 

93 

82 

175 

55 

54 

109 

Totals. 
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Golcar,  January,  1897. 

Messrs,  the  Sanitary  Authorities  of  the  Urban  District  of 

Mars  den. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  you  with  my  Report  upon  the  health 
and  mortality  in  your  township  during  the  year  1896. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

As  already  stated  I have  decided  to  maintain  the  same 
figures  as  representing  your  population  as  before,  viz.,  3855. 
The  movable  population  imported  for  the  time  being  in  con- 
nection with  the  railway  tunnel  and  other  works  has  now 
gone,  and  I am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  above  figures 
are  now  fairly  accurate. 

Births. — One  hundred  and  eighteen  (118)  were  regis- 
tered during  the  year,  including  53  males  and  65  females, 
producing  a birth-rate  of  30‘6i  ; higher  than  that  of  any  other 
of  the  districts  in  the  Authority.  It  is  however,  slightly 
lower  than  last  year,  when  with  4 more  births  the  rate  was 
31-65. 

Deaths. — Sixty-five  (65)  occurred  during  the  year, 
giving  a death-rate  of  i6‘86.  This  is  a very  marked  im- 
provement upon  last  year,  when  the  deaths  were  81  and  the 
death-rate  2i-oi. 

Ages  at  Death. — Twelve  (12)  were  of  children  under 
I year,  equal  to  loi  per  1,000  births;  7 were  i and  under  5 ; 
6 were  5 and  under  15  ; 2 were  15  and  under  25  ; 27  were  25 
and  under  65  ; whilst  ii  were, 65  and  upwards. 

Causes  of  Death. — Lung  affections  were  the  cause  of 
death  in  18  cases,  giving  a Respiratory  death-rate  of  4*67  ; 
a very  marked  improvement  upon  last  year,  when  the  deaths 
were  27  and  the  rate  7-0.  Half  of  the  cases  exactly,  viz.,  9 
were  due  to  Phthisis. 


Zymotic  Disease  resulted  in  8 deaths,  producing  a 
Zymotic  death-rate  of  2-08.  Last  year  you  had  6 such 
deaths  only,  and  a rate  of  I’yd. 

Three  (3)  of  the  deaths  were  from  Scarlet  Fever  ; 2 each 
from  T3^phoid  and  Croup  ; and  i from  Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  cases  of  this  disease  notified  to 
me,  some  25  in  number,  oceurred  almost  entirely  during  the 
ist  quarter  of  the  year, — evidently  a continuation  of  the 
epidemic,  a special  report  upon  v/hich  I submitted  to  you  in 
December  of  1895.  I then  stated  my  conviction  that  the 
spread  of  the  disease  was  alone  due  to  the  careless  reckless- 
ness with  which  the  people  intermingle  and  visit  at  each 
others  homes. 

The  need  for  isolation  accommodation  for  the  early  cases 
of  this  and  kindred  diseases  is  urgently  indicated  under  such 
conditions.  All  the  precautions  possible  under  the  circum- 
stances were  taken,  handbills  distributed,  a house  to  house 
visitation  made,  and  a general  supervision  and  disinfection 
exercised  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  of  whom  in  the 
exercise  of  his  duties  in  such  matters,  I cannot  speak  too 
highly. 

Typhoid  Fever. — Although  only  2 deaths  arose  from 
this  disease,  4 other  cases  were  notified  to  me.  At  no  time 
was  the  disease  in  any  way  epidemic.  I feel  sure  the 
carrying  out  of  your  drainage  scheme  will  lessen  greatly  the 
number  of  such  cases. 

The  two  fatal  cases  of  Croup  and  the  single  one  of  Diph- 
theria, represents  the  sum  total  of  such  diseases  in  your 
district  throughout  the  year. 

Other  Causes  of  Death. — Five  (5)  were  from  Heart 
Diseases  ; 9 from  Infantile  Convulsions  ; 7 from  Cancer  ; 4 
from  old  age ; and  3 from  accident. 


SANITARV. 


Great  progress  has  been  made  in  sanitary  matters  during 
the  past  year.  Your  initiation  of  a comprehensive  scheme 
of  drainage  is  a matter  of  much  satisfaction,  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  observe  the  efficient  and  rapid  way  in  which 
the  work  is  progressing.  Its  completion  and  adaptation 
cannot  fail  to  be  productive  of  much  improvement  in  con- 
nection with  the  sanitation  of  your  township. 

The  scavening  of  your  district  is  now  much  more 
efficiently  performed.  A great  dearth  of  closet  accommoda- 
tion exists,  and  the  attention  of  your  Inspector  and  myself 
has  lately  been,  and  now  is,  turned  to  inquiries  into  this 
matter,  with  a view  to  requiring  a proper  and  fitting  supply. 

A number  of  dwelling-houses  were  visited  and  inspected 
during  the  year,  consequent  upon  reports  as  to  their  domestic 
uncleanliness  and  sanitary  defects.  In  no  one  case  however 
were  the  conditions  such  as  to  warrant  their  condemnation 
as  unfit  for  habitation.  Our  visits,  however,  in  every  case, 
procured  the  much  to  be  desired  result,  both  owners  and 
occupiers  hastening  to  literally  “ set  their  houses  in  order.” 

Many  cases  of  nuisance  I have  made  enquiry  into  have 
been  temporarily  arranged,  and  await  only  the  opportunity 
to  connect  with  your  main  drainage  to  ensure  their  perman- 
ent removal. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  which  I append, 
contains  further  details  of  the  sanitary  work  done. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


ALFRED  GEORGE  WEBSTER. 
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Marsden  Urban  District  Sanitary  Report  for 

the  Year  1896. 


Cow  Sheds  and  Private  Slaughter-Houses. — These 
have  been  visited  at  various  times,  and  found  to  be  kept  in 
good  order. 

Lodging-House. — Visits  have  been  frequently  made, 
and  the  House  found  to  be  perfectly  clean  and  well  kept. 

Nuisances. — Twenty  (20)  printed  notices  have  been 
issued,  besides  many  personal  requests  made.  All  have  been 
satisfactorily  dealt  with,  without  legal  proceedings  being 
necessary  to  enforce  them,  with  the  exception  of  one  which 
no  doubt  will  be  dealt  with  in  a similar  manner. 

Scavenging  Department. — The  Contractor  has  kept  all 
closets  and  ash-pits  in  good  order,  and  found  suitable  land 
outside  to  deposit  upon.  Mr.  Barber,  of  Longsight,  has 
met  the  Council  and  explained  his  system  of  treating  night- 
soil,  which  will  be  tried  shortly  on  a small  scale. 

Sewage  Scheme. — Powers  to  borrow  £"14,000  has  been 
obtained  and  plans  passed  for  works  to  be  constructed  to  cost 
£*11,000.  No.  I Contract  has  been  let  amounting  to  £*1,895, 
of  which  about  half  is  completed.  Other  contracts  will  follow. 

Infectious  Diseases. — The  district  has  been  remark- 
able free  from  disease,  and  where  there  has  been  a case  of 
infection,  early  attention  has  been  given  to  stamp  it  out. 

BENJAMIN  HOLROYD, 

Sanitary  Inspector,  Marsden  Urban  District  Council. 
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Table  of  Births  and  Deaths  occurring  in  each  Quarter,  with 

Ages  at  Death. 


Population. 

Period. 

Births, 

Deaths 

under 

I year. 

I and 

under  5 

to 

lO 

p 

15  and 

under  25 

25  and 

under  65 

65  and 

upwards 

Deaths 
at  all 
ages. 

ist 

Quarter 

24 

5 

2 

I 

I 

8 

3 

20 

2nd 

Quarter 

27 

4 

2 

2 

0 

6 

2 

16 

3rd 

Quarter 

30 

I 

2 

3 

0 

4 

2 

12 

4th 

Quarter 

37 

2 

I 

0 

I 

9 

4 

17 

118 

12 

7 

6 

2 

27 

II 

65  I 

1 

Table  shewing  Births  and  Deaths  (Total,  Zymotic,  and 
Respiratory),  from  1886  to  1896. 


Year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 

Zymotic 

Deaths. 

Respiratory 

Deaths. 

1886 

79 

59 

5 

21 

1887 

II3 

59 

. . 

21 

1888 

94 

59 

2 

17 

1889 

89 

52 

6 

15 

1890 

90 

76 

2 

31 

1891 

115 

80 

10 

27 

1892 

116 

68 

10 

21 

1893 

141 

75 

17 

26 

1894 

130 

87 

6 

20 

1895 

122 

81 

6 

27 

1896 

118 

65 

8 

18 

25 


Deaths  classified  according  to  Disease,  and  with  regard  to 

Ages  and  Periods. 


UNDER 

FIVE 

YEARS. 

OVER 

FIVE 

YEARS. 

Grand 

Totals. 

' Disease. 

! 

ISt 

Quarter 

2nd 

Quarter 

u 
cu 
1-’ 
u S 

ro  rt 

a 

4th 

Quarter 

1 Total 

1 

ISt 

Quarter 

1 2nd 

1 Quarter 

3rd 

Quarter 

4th 

Quarter 

Total 

Small  Pox 

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

I 

2 

, , 

, . 

3 

3 

Diphtheria  

• • 

I 

• • 

• « 

I 

I 

Whooping  Cough 

Typhoid  Fever. . . . 

2 

2 

2 

Diarrhoea,  &c 

Erysipelas  

Croup  

I 

I 

I 

I 

2 

: Pyaemia  . ^ 

i Pneumonia  

• • 

2 

2 

, , 

4 

4 

1 Cancer  

, , 

I 

4 

2 

7 

7 

Influenza  

' Phthisis  

I 

I 

3 

2 

a 

8 

Q 

j Rheumatic  Fever 

' Convulsions 

3 

2 

2 

2 

9 

, * 

9 

' Heart  Disease  .... 

2 

I 

2 

5 

5 

Bronchitis,  &c.  . . 

2 

2 

I 

I 

I 

3 

5 

1 Childbirth  

; Premature  Birth. . 

Old  Age  

Accident,  Violence, 
&c 

1 

I 

I 

* • 

I 

3 

I 

4 

a 

4 

Other  Diseases  . . 

I 

I 

I 

3 

4 

I 

3 

8 

D 

II 

7 

6 

3 

3 

19 

13 

10 

9 

14 

46 

65 

Table  shewing  Sex  of  Births  and  Deaths  in  each  Quarter, 

and  for  the  whole  Year. 


PERIOD. 

BIRTHS. 

DEATHS. 

r 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

ist  Quarter  . . 

9 

15 

24 

9 

II 

20 

2nd  Quarter  . . 

13 

14 

27 

8 

8 

16 

3rd  Quarter  . . 

16 

14 

30 

6 

6 

12 

4th  Quarter  . . 

15 

22 

37 

II 

6 

17 

53 

65 

118 

34 

31 

65 
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Golcar,  January,  1897. 


Messvs.  the  Sanitary  A uthorities  of  the  Urban  District  of 

Scammonden. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
upon  the  health  of  your  district  for  the  year  1896. 

It  is,  as  is  only  to  be  expected,  from  so  thinly  populated, 
almost  entirely  agricultural  district,  of  a favourable  character. 

Births. — Thirteen  were  registered  during  the  year,  six 
males  and  seven  females,  identical  in  number  with  last  year, 
when,  with  the  exception  of  1888,  the  highest  record  was 
reached.  The  birth-rate  is  28*7. 

Deaths  — ^Six  were  registered,  producing  a death-rate  of 
13*25,  the  lowest  of  any  of  the  Colne  Valley  districts.  Last 
year,  with  two  deaths  more,  the  rate  was  17*66. 

Causes  of  Death. — Respiratory  disease  was  the  cause 
of  death  in  one  instance  only.  This  was  of  a man  aged 
82  from  bronchitis.  One  other  death  was  from  old  age,  and 
one  from  accident.  I have,  unfortunately,  to  record  a death 
from  Zymotic  disease,  viz..  Typhoid  Fever,  in  a female  aged 
36,  This  is  the  only  case  of  such  disease  that  has  come  to 
my  knowledge,  and  then  only  through  the  registration  of  the 
death  of  the  patient. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Disease. — I feel  it  my  duty 
to  point  out  that  yours  is  the  only  Council  in  the  combined 
districts  that  has  not  adopted  the  Notihcation  of  Infectious 
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Diseases  Act,  and  to  urge  that  you  should  do  so.  Not  only 
would  this  keep  you  abreast  of  the  other  Councils  but  it 
would  ensure  the  machinery  being  in  readiness  should  occasion 
for  its  use  at  any  future  time  arise.  Particularly  is  this 
likely  to  be  so,  in  connection  with  the  question  of  Hospital 
provision,  so  shortly  probably  to  be  dealt  with. 

1 have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALFRED  GEORGE  WEBSTER. 


Table  of  Births  and  Deaths  occurring  in  each  Quarter, 


with  ages  at  Death. 


Population. 

Period. 

Births. 

Deaths 

under 

I year. 

I and 
under  5 

5 and 
under  15 

15  and 
under  25 

25  and 
under  65 

65  and 
upwards. 

Deaths 
at  all 
ages. 

i 

ist  Quarter 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

I 

1 

2ud  Quarter 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

I 

2 

453 

3rd  Quarter 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

I 

4tli  Quarter 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

I 

2 

14 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

3 

6 

Table  shewing  Births  and  Deaths  (Total,  Zymotic,  and 


Respiratory),  from  1886  to  1896. 


Year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 

Zymotic 

Deaths. 

Respiratory 

Deaths. 

1886 

^3 

12 

0 

5 

1887 

1 1 

7 

I 

0 

1888 

15 

12 

0 

I 

1889 

4 

4 

0 

0 

1890 

7 

12 

0 

6 

! 1891 

8 

5 

I 

2 

1892 

6 

5 

0 

2 

1893 

9 

10 

0 

3 

1894 

9 

8 

0 

4 

1895 

13 

8 

0 

3 

1896 

13 

6 

I 

I 
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Deaths  classified  according  to  Diisease,  and  with  regard 


to  Ages  and  Periods. 


Disease, 

UNDEE  FIVE  YE  AES.  | 

OVEE  FIVE  YE  AES. 

Grand 

Totals. 

ISt 

Quarter 

2nd 

1 Quarter 
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Quarter 

4th 

Quarter 

Total 
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Quarter 

Quarter 

4th 

Quarter 

Total 

Small  Pox 

Measles 

: Scarlet  Fever  .... 

Diphtheria  

Whooping  Cough.. 
Typhoid  Fever  . , 
Diarrhoea,  &c, .... 

Erysipelas 

Croup  

Pyaemia 

Pneumonia  

Cancer  

Influenza  

Phthisis  

Rheumatic  Fever 

i Convulsions 

Heart  Diseaae. . . . 
Bronchitis,  &c.  . . 

Childbirth  

Premature  Birth.. 

Old  Age. 

Accident,  Violence, 

&c 

Other  Diseases  . . 

) 

! 

i 

■ • 

1 " 

i 

< • • 

I 

I 

I 

j I 

I 

I 

1 

1 

* i 

1 

* • j 

1 

••  1 

I 

* • 

I 

I 

1 

2 

1 

1 

I 

I 

I 

1 

2 

1 I 

2 

I 

2 

6 

6 

Table  shewing  Sex  of  Births  and  Deaths  in  each  Quarter, 

and  for  the  whole  Year. 


PERIOD. 

BIRTHS. 

DEATHS. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

ist  Quarter  . . 

I 

3 

4 

I 

0 

I 

2nd  Quarter  . . 

I 

3 

4 

I 

I 

2 

3rd  Quarter  . . 

I 

0 

I 

I 

0 

I 

4th  Quarter  t . 

3 

I 

4 

0 

2 

2 

6 

7 

13 

3 

3 

6 
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Golcar,  January,  1897. 


Messrs,  the  Sanitary  Authorities  of  the  Urban  District  of 

Slaithwaite. 


Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report 
upon  your  District  for  the  year  1896. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. — One  hundred  and  eleven  were  registered  during 
the  year,  57  being  males  and  54  females,  producing  a birth-rate 
of  24*29.  This  is  the  lowest  rate  amongst  the  Colne  Valley 
districts,  and  slightly  lower  than  last  year,  when  with  three 
more  births  the  rate  was  24*94. 

Deaths — A total  of  89  was  recorded,  giving  a general 
death-rate  of  I9'47.  Last  year  only  81  deaths  occurred,  and 
the  death-rate  was  17*72. 

Ages  at  Death. — Nine  were  of  children  under  one  year, 
or  slightly  over  81  per  1,000  children  born.  This  is  by  far  the 
lowest  infantile  mortality  amongst  the  districts  under  the 
Authority : 8 occurred  between  the  ages  of  i and  5 ; 4 between 
5 and  15  ; 7 between  15  and  25  ; 38  between  25  and  65  ; whilst 
23  were  65  and  upwards.  Five  were  between  80  and  90. 

Causes  of  Death.— Respiratory  disease  was  responsible 
for  25,  including  4 from  Phthisis,  and  producing  a respiratory 
death-rate  of  5*47,  a distinct  advance  upon  the  4*16  produced 
by  19  such  deaths  in  the  preceding  year. 
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Zymotic  Disease. — Ten  deaths  are  the  resultant  of  this 
class  of  disease,  made  up  of  6 from  Whooping  Cough,  3 from 
Influenza,  and  i from  Typhoid.  Your  Zymotic  death-rate 
produced  by  these  is  2‘ig,  distinctly  in  advance  of  the  i'3i 
produced  by  6 such  deaths  in  1895.  Whooping  Cough  was 
very  prevalent  indeed  in  your  district  during  the  2nd  and  3rd 
quarters  of  the  year,  and  no  doubt  beyond  and  above  the  six 
deaths  ascribed  to  it,  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the 
increase  in  the  respiratory  deaths  ; it  being  by  no  means 
uncommon  to  find  the  disease  complicated  by  Pneumonia 
or  Bronchitis. 

Influenza. — -The  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  mainly  in 
the  2nd  quarter.  It  was  then  that  the  three  deaths  ascribed 
to  the  disease  took  place.  I do  not  think  any  very  large 
number  of  cases  were  met  with,  but  this  not  being  a notihable 
disease  I cannot  speak  with  certainty. 

The  single  death  from  Typhoid  was  the  only  case  of  the 
disease  that  occurred  during  the  year. 

Of  the  other  causes  of  death,  7 were  due  to  Heart  disease  ; 
5 to  Convulsions  in  children  ; 2 each  to  Rheumatic  Fever  and 
Childbirth  ; ii  to  Senile  Decay,  and  4 to  Accident  or  Violence. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Disease. — In  common  with 
Golcar  I have  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  adoption  of  this 
Act,  and  to  express  my  satisfaction  thereat.  As  yet,  the 
benefits  of  this  proceeding  are  not  manifest,  but  I am  con- 
vinced it  is  a step  which  must  perforce  do  much  to  bring 
about  its  only  natural  corollary,  viz.,  the  provision  of  Isolation 
accommodation  for  the  Infectious  sick.  Then  can  be  demon- 
strated, I trust  to  your  satisfaction,  the  advantages  of 
Notification  of  the  early  cases  of  these  diseases. 


3^ 


SANITARY. 

The  carrying  out  of  your  Drainage  scheme  progresses 
very  favourably,  and  promises  shortly  to  be  in  active 
operation. 

Your  Scavenging  is  well  and  satisfactorily  done  by  your 
own  officials.  Your  periodical  cleansing  and  disinfection  of 
all  sewer  grates  and  traps  is  much  to  be  commended. 

Details  as  to  vSanitary  work  done,  references  to  Water 
supply.  Cowsheds,  &c.,  are  to  be  found  in  your  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  report,  which  I append  and  thoroughly  endorse.  , 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALFRED  GEORGE  WEBSTER. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR  1896. 

During  the  year  1896,  great  progress  has  been  made  with 
laying  sewer  pipes,  about  3,200  yards  having  been  laid,  which 
includes  about  1,000  yards  on  the  south  side,  and  2,200  yards 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Colne  ; some  houses  and  business 
premises  have  already  been  connected,  The  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  are  being  proceeded  with,  and  it  is  expected  that 
during  the  year  1897  works  will  be  in  operation. 

During  the  year  upwards  of  20  nuisances  of  a more  serious 
nature  were  inspected,  and  reported  by  me  to  the  Urban 
District  Council,  no  prosecutions  being  necessary  as  the 
nuisances  were  remedied.  A large  number  of  nuisances  of  a 
more  common  character  were  abated  on  my  acquainting  the 
proper  parties. 

During  the  year  the  drainage  at  Ainley  Place,  a small 
hamlet  of  about  17  houses  and  farm  buildings,  has  occupied 
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my  attention,  and  Lord  Dartmouth  witli  much  promptitude 
drained  the  place  satisfactorily. 

We  have  had  during  the  summer  Scarlatina  prevalent  in 
the  West  Slaithwaite  district.  I had  the  whole  district 
disinfected,  and  took  all  necessary  precautions  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  the  disease. 

Our  scavengers  have  emptied  980  closets  and  ashpits 
during  the  year,  which  has  been  carted  away  and  used  as 
tillage  on  the  land  in  the  outer  districts. 

We  have  burned  upwards  of  300  cart  loads  of  vegetable 
matter,  waste  paper,  &c.,  in  our  destructor,  which  has  been 
of  great  benefit  to  us  during  the  time  we  have  had  it  in 
operation. 

The  public  tip  is  now  in  a satisfactory  and  sanitary  con- 
dition, as  are  also  the  Bakehouse  and  Slaughter-house. 

The  water  is  still  supplied  by  Lord  Dartmouth,  and  is 
good  in  quality,  but  during  this  last  dry  summer  it  has  been 
short  in  quantity.  The  wells  and  springs  in  the  outlying 
districts  are  closely  watched  to  prevent  percolation  and  con- 
tamination, and  none  have  had  to  be  closed.  We  have 
14  places  registered  under  the  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  Act 
in  our  district  ; they  are  all  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Great  care  is  still  manifested  by  the  members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  that  all  Plans  passed  by  them  conform 
fully  to  all  the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health  Act  and 
byelaws  in  regard  to  air  space  and  ventilation,  and  1 believe 
that  in  the  future  the  Council  will  insist  upon  double  drains, 
one  to  take  the  sewage  into  the  sewage  pipes,  and  the  other  to 
take  roof  and  top  water  into  the  surface  drains. 

THOMAS  COCKS, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Table  of  Births  and  Deaths,  occurring  in  each  Quarter, 

with  Ages  at  Death. 


Population. 

Period. 

Births. 

Deaths 

under 

I year. 

r and 

under  5. 

5 and 

under  15. 

(M 

^ 5 
10*0 

1-^ 

C4  ^ 

5 

I 65  and 

I upwards 

Deaths 
at  all 
Ages. 

ist  Quarter  , . 

20 

I 

0 

0 

0 

5 

5 

1 1 

2nd  Quarter  . . 

28 

2 

5 

2 

4 

17 

6 

36 

4-5/0 

3rd  Quarter  . . 

28 

3 

2 

I 

3 

10 

6 

25- 

4th  Quarter  . . 

35 

3 

I 

I 

0 

6 

6 

17 

III 

9 

8 

4 

7 

38 

23 

89 

Table  shewing  Births  and  Deaths,  (Total, 


Zymotic,  and 


Respiratory),  from  1886  to  1896. 


Year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 

Zymotic 

Deaths. 

Respiratory 

Deaths. 

1886 

116 

77 

10 

27 

1887 

118 

105 

8 

31 

1888 

125 

90 

8 

27 

1889 

106 

lOI 

10 

27 

1890 

ii5 

76 

16 

24 

1891 

120 

87 

3 

32 

1892 

140 

105 

7 

49 

1893 

157 

100 

13 

30 

1894 

1 12 

60 

7 

14 

1895 

114 

81 

6 

19 

1896 

III 

89 

10 

25 
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Deaths  classified  according  to  Disease,  and  with  regard  to 

Ages  and  Periods 


Disease. 

UNDER 

FIVE 

YEARS. 

OVER 

FIVE 

■i'EARS. 

ist 

Quarter 
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Quarter 

3rd 

Quarter 

4th 

Quarter 

Total. 

I St 

Quarter 

2ncl 
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Grand 

Totals 

Small  Pox 

1 

1 

i 
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Scarlet  Fever  .... 

Diphtheria  
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. • 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

2 

6 

6 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

I 

. • 

I 

I 

Diarrhoea,  &c 

Erysipelas  
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. * 

• « 

Croup  
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* • 

Pyaemia 

Pneumonia  

I 

I 

2 

I 

2 

I 

, * 

4 

6 

Cancer  

2 

I 

Influenza  

3 

D 

1. 

D 

Phthisis 

I 

2 

I 

4 

4 

Rheumatic  Fever 

I 

I 

2 

2 

Convulsions 

T 

r 

s 

Heart  Disease  .... 

0 

I 

1 

5 

7 

D 

7 

Bronchitis,  &c.  . . 

I 

I 

2 

7 

4 

I 

14 

15 

Childbirth  
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2 

• • 

2 

2 

Premature  Birth , . 

Old  Age  

2 

3 

6 

1 1 

1 1 

Accident,  Violence, 

i 

&c 

2 

1 

2 

4 

4 

Other  Diseases  , . 

I 

2 

3 

3 

9 

3 

2 

17 

20 

I 

7 

5 

4 

17 

10 

29 

20 

, 

13 

72 

89 

Table  shewing  Sex  of  Births  and  Deaths  in  each  Quarter, 

and  for  the  whole  Year. 


PERIOD. 

BIRTHS. 

DEATHS. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

ist  Quarter  . . 

10 

10 

20 

5 

6 

1 1 

2nd  Quarter  . . 

12 

16 

28 

20 

16 

36 

3rd  Quarter  . . 

16 

12 

28 

II 

14 

25 

4th  Quarter  . . 

19 

16 

35 

7 

10 

17 

57 

54 

III 

43 

46 
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